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EPA website removes climate
science site from public view
a�er two decades

By By Chris MooneyChris Mooney and  and Juliet EilperinJuliet Eilperin April 29 at 8:28 AMApril 29 at 8:28 AM

This article has been updated.This article has been updated.

The Environmental Protection Agency announced Friday evening that its website would be “undergoingThe Environmental Protection Agency announced Friday evening that its website would be “undergoing

changes” to better represent the new direction the agency is taking, triggering the removal of severalchanges” to better represent the new direction the agency is taking, triggering the removal of several

agency websites containing detailed climate data and scientific information.agency websites containing detailed climate data and scientific information.

One of the websites that appeared to be gone had been cited to challenge statements made by the EPA’sOne of the websites that appeared to be gone had been cited to challenge statements made by the EPA’s

new administrator, Scott Pruitt. Another provided detailed information on the previous administration’snew administrator, Scott Pruitt. Another provided detailed information on the previous administration’s

Clean Power Plan, including fact sheets about greenhouse gas emissions on the state and local levelsClean Power Plan, including fact sheets about greenhouse gas emissions on the state and local levels

and how different demographic groups were affected by such emissions.and how different demographic groups were affected by such emissions.

The changes came less than 24 hours before thousands of protesters were set to march in WashingtonThe changes came less than 24 hours before thousands of protesters were set to march in Washington

and around the country in support of political action to push back against the Trump administration’sand around the country in support of political action to push back against the Trump administration’s

rollbacks of former president Barack Obama’s climate policies.rollbacks of former president Barack Obama’s climate policies.

“As EPA renews its commitment to human health and clean air, land, and water, our website needs to“As EPA renews its commitment to human health and clean air, land, and water, our website needs to

reflect the views of the leadership of the agency,” J.P. Freire, the agency’s associate administrator forreflect the views of the leadership of the agency,” J.P. Freire, the agency’s associate administrator for

public affairs, said in a statement. “We want to eliminate confusion by removing outdated language firstpublic affairs, said in a statement. “We want to eliminate confusion by removing outdated language first

and making room to discuss how we’re protecting the environment and human health by partneringand making room to discuss how we’re protecting the environment and human health by partnering

with states and working within the law.”with states and working within the law.”

The agency also said it would carefully archive pages from the past administration.The agency also said it would carefully archive pages from the past administration.

The change was approved by Pruitt, according to an individual familiar with the matter who spoke onThe change was approved by Pruitt, according to an individual familiar with the matter who spoke on

the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, to avoid a conflict between the site’sthe condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, to avoid a conflict between the site’s

content and the policies the administration is now pursuing.content and the policies the administration is now pursuing.
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The staffer described the process of reviewing the site as “a work in progress, but we can’t haveThe staffer described the process of reviewing the site as “a work in progress, but we can’t have

information which contradicts the actions we have taken in the last two months,” adding that Pruitt’sinformation which contradicts the actions we have taken in the last two months,” adding that Pruitt’s

aides had “found a number of instances of that so far” while surveying the site.aides had “found a number of instances of that so far” while surveying the site.

Yet the website overhaul appears to include not only policy-related changes but also scrutiny of aYet the website overhaul appears to include not only policy-related changes but also scrutiny of a

scientific Web page that has existed for nearly two decades, and that explained what climate change isscientific Web page that has existed for nearly two decades, and that explained what climate change is

and how it worked.and how it worked.

The EPA’s extensive climate change website now The EPA’s extensive climate change website now redirectsredirects to a page that says “this page is being to a page that says “this page is being

updated” and that “we are currently updating our website to reflect EPA’s priorities under theupdated” and that “we are currently updating our website to reflect EPA’s priorities under the

leadership of President Trump and Administrator Pruitt.” It also links to a leadership of President Trump and Administrator Pruitt.” It also links to a full archivefull archive of how the page of how the page

used to look on Jan. 19, before Trump’s inauguration.used to look on Jan. 19, before Trump’s inauguration.

The EPA’s Friday press statement did not explicitly refer to changes affecting this site, but it did sayThe EPA’s Friday press statement did not explicitly refer to changes affecting this site, but it did say

that “content related to climate and regulation is also under review.”that “content related to climate and regulation is also under review.”

The archived EPA climate page notes, in a key section under the “The archived EPA climate page notes, in a key section under the “causes of climate changecauses of climate change,” that,” that

Recent climate changes, however, cannot be explained by natural causes alone.Recent climate changes, however, cannot be explained by natural causes alone.

Research indicates that natural causes do not explain most observed warming,Research indicates that natural causes do not explain most observed warming,

especially warming since the mid-20especially warming since the mid-20 century. Rather, it is extremely likely that humancentury. Rather, it is extremely likely that human

activities have been the dominant cause of that warming.activities have been the dominant cause of that warming.

It is this language, when the site was still up, that directly contradicted Pruitt. Pruitt had It is this language, when the site was still up, that directly contradicted Pruitt. Pruitt had arguedargued on on

CNBC last month that “measuring with precision human activity on the climate is something veryCNBC last month that “measuring with precision human activity on the climate is something very

challenging to do and there’s tremendous disagreement about the degree of impact, so no, I would notchallenging to do and there’s tremendous disagreement about the degree of impact, so no, I would not

agree that it’s a primary contributor to the global warming that we see.”agree that it’s a primary contributor to the global warming that we see.”

The EPA’s climate change website stated otherwise, and did so by The EPA’s climate change website stated otherwise, and did so by citingciting findings of the United Nations’ findings of the United Nations’

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

There had been reports early in the Trump administration that the EPA climate change website was setThere had been reports early in the Trump administration that the EPA climate change website was set

to be taken down, but in the end it to be taken down, but in the end it did not happendid not happen immediately. immediately.

The page contains scientific explanations of climate change and its causes and consequences, and hasThe page contains scientific explanations of climate change and its causes and consequences, and has

existed in one form or another since at least 1997. At that time it was called the agency’s Globalexisted in one form or another since at least 1997. At that time it was called the agency’s Global

Warming site.Warming site.

“If you are looking for information on “climate change,” “the greenhouse effect,” or “global warming, ”“If you are looking for information on “climate change,” “the greenhouse effect,” or “global warming, ”

you’ve come to the right place,” it you’ve come to the right place,” it declared declared in August 1997. “At this web site you will find informationin August 1997. “At this web site you will find information

th th 
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pertaining to the science of global warming; current and projected impacts of global warming;pertaining to the science of global warming; current and projected impacts of global warming;

international and U.S. Government policies and programs; opportunities for individuals andinternational and U.S. Government policies and programs; opportunities for individuals and

corporations to help stop global warming (and in many cases, save money, too!); state and local actionscorporations to help stop global warming (and in many cases, save money, too!); state and local actions

that help mitigate greenhouse gas emissions; and, easy ways to obtain more information by fax, emailthat help mitigate greenhouse gas emissions; and, easy ways to obtain more information by fax, email

and electronic order form.”and electronic order form.”

The site has long served an informational role and sought to provide a comprehensive review of basicThe site has long served an informational role and sought to provide a comprehensive review of basic

climate science, the effects of climate change, and how it is affecting the United States. In addition itclimate science, the effects of climate change, and how it is affecting the United States. In addition it

contained information about the agency’s approach to climate change and how people could take stepscontained information about the agency’s approach to climate change and how people could take steps

to lower their own contributions to climate change.to lower their own contributions to climate change.

However, the site has run into political headwinds before. Under President George W. Bush, updates toHowever, the site has run into political headwinds before. Under President George W. Bush, updates to

the site were frozen and then required to undergo White House review. However, this process did notthe site were frozen and then required to undergo White House review. However, this process did not

lead to substantive changes in scientific content.lead to substantive changes in scientific content.

“The EPA’s climate site includes important summaries of climate science and indicators that clearly and“The EPA’s climate site includes important summaries of climate science and indicators that clearly and

unmistakably explain and document the impacts we are having on our planet,” said Katharine Hayhoe, aunmistakably explain and document the impacts we are having on our planet,” said Katharine Hayhoe, a

climate scientist at Texas Tech University, in response to the website change.climate scientist at Texas Tech University, in response to the website change.

“It’s hard to understand why facts require revision,” she continued.“It’s hard to understand why facts require revision,” she continued.

In its press statement, the EPA said that when it comes to website changes, “the first page to beIn its press statement, the EPA said that when it comes to website changes, “the first page to be

updated is a page reflecting President Trump’s Executive Order on Energy Independence, which callsupdated is a page reflecting President Trump’s Executive Order on Energy Independence, which calls

for a review of the so-called Clean Power Plan.”for a review of the so-called Clean Power Plan.”

That site, That site, www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplanwww.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan, now redirects to , now redirects to https://www.epa.gov/Energy-Independencehttps://www.epa.gov/Energy-Independence,,

which features an image of President Trump signing an executive order aimed at dismantling the powerwhich features an image of President Trump signing an executive order aimed at dismantling the power

plant rule and other Obama-era climate regulations.plant rule and other Obama-era climate regulations.

In the press statement, the EPA said that “language associated with the Clean Power Plan, written byIn the press statement, the EPA said that “language associated with the Clean Power Plan, written by

the last administration, is out-of-date.”the last administration, is out-of-date.”

A group that has been closely monitoring government environmental and science websites for changesA group that has been closely monitoring government environmental and science websites for changes

in the Trump years, the Environmental Data and Governance Initiative, had a cautious reaction to thein the Trump years, the Environmental Data and Governance Initiative, had a cautious reaction to the

changes.changes.

“The clear communication by the EPA notifying of the impending website overhaul is good transparency“The clear communication by the EPA notifying of the impending website overhaul is good transparency

practice, but it remains to be seen how information and information access will change as the EPA sitepractice, but it remains to be seen how information and information access will change as the EPA site

is updated,” said Toly Rinberg, a member of the group’s website tracking committee.is updated,” said Toly Rinberg, a member of the group’s website tracking committee.
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Several career EPA employees, who asked for anonymity out of fear of retribution, said they were notSeveral career EPA employees, who asked for anonymity out of fear of retribution, said they were not

briefed in advance about the decision to alter the agency’s site.briefed in advance about the decision to alter the agency’s site.

“People are obviously unhappy,” one employee said. “It is, in my opinion, the best climate education“People are obviously unhappy,” one employee said. “It is, in my opinion, the best climate education

website out there.”website out there.”

David Doniger, director of the climate and clean air program for the advocacy group Natural ResourcesDavid Doniger, director of the climate and clean air program for the advocacy group Natural Resources

Defense Council, Defense Council, tweetedtweeted Friday, “Cleansing has begun. EPA website scrubbed of pages on “so-called” Friday, “Cleansing has begun. EPA website scrubbed of pages on “so-called”

Clean Power Plan. Now only alternative facts.”Clean Power Plan. Now only alternative facts.”

Another EPA website, documenting Another EPA website, documenting climate change “indicators”climate change “indicators” across the United States, remained up across the United States, remained up

on Friday.on Friday.

–Brady Dennis contributed to this report.–Brady Dennis contributed to this report.

More from Energy and Environment:More from Energy and Environment:

Scientists keep increasing their projections for how much the oceans will rise in this centuryScientists keep increasing their projections for how much the oceans will rise in this century

Trump’s plan for a border wall is literally on shaky groundTrump’s plan for a border wall is literally on shaky ground

Nearly 200 million turkeys, chickens, and cows are making a mess of the Shenandoah RiverNearly 200 million turkeys, chickens, and cows are making a mess of the Shenandoah River

For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletterFor more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter herehere and follow us on Twitter and follow us on Twitter herehere..

Chris Mooney reports on science and the environment.  Follow @chriscmooney

Juliet Eilperin is The Washington Post's senior national affairs correspondent, covering how the new administration is
transforming a range of U.S. policies and the federal government itself. She is the author of two books—one on
sharks, and another on Congress, not to be confused with each other—and has worked for the Post since 1998.
 Follow @eilperin
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