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Trump makes false statement
about U.S. murder rate to
sheriffs’ group

By By Tom JackmanTom Jackman February 7 at 1:26 PMFebruary 7 at 1:26 PM

President Trump met Tuesday morning with a group of sheriffs from the National Sheriffs Association, aPresident Trump met Tuesday morning with a group of sheriffs from the National Sheriffs Association, a

group that consists of more than 3,000 sheriffs from around the country. And to this sworn group of  lawgroup that consists of more than 3,000 sheriffs from around the country. And to this sworn group of  law

enforcement veterans, with reporters taking notes, he again repeated a falsehood about the murder rateenforcement veterans, with reporters taking notes, he again repeated a falsehood about the murder rate

in America.in America.

Trump told the sheriffs, “the murder rate in our country is the highest it’s been in 47 years.” He blamedTrump told the sheriffs, “the murder rate in our country is the highest it’s been in 47 years.” He blamed

the news media for not publicizing this development, then added, “But the murder rate is the highest it’sthe news media for not publicizing this development, then added, “But the murder rate is the highest it’s

been in, I guess, 45 to 47 years.”been in, I guess, 45 to 47 years.”

The country’s murder rate is not the highest it’s been in 47 years. It is almost at its lowest point, actually,The country’s murder rate is not the highest it’s been in 47 years. It is almost at its lowest point, actually,

according to the FBI, which gathers statistics every year from police departments around the country.according to the FBI, which gathers statistics every year from police departments around the country.

The murder rate is defined as the number of murders and non-negligent homicides per 100,000The murder rate is defined as the number of murders and non-negligent homicides per 100,000

residents. Beginning in 1957, when the rate was 4.0 murders per 100,000 residents, the rate roseresidents. Beginning in 1957, when the rate was 4.0 murders per 100,000 residents, the rate rose

steadily to a high of 10.2 in 1980. It then steadily dropped, to 7.4 in 1996, to 6.1 in 2006, to 4.4 in 2014.steadily to a high of 10.2 in 1980. It then steadily dropped, to 7.4 in 1996, to 6.1 in 2006, to 4.4 in 2014.

It went up in 2015 to 4.9. But that is less than half the murder rate of 1980. The raw number ofIt went up in 2015 to 4.9. But that is less than half the murder rate of 1980. The raw number of

homicides in America has actually declined from 19,645 in 1996 to 15,696 in 2015, even while thehomicides in America has actually declined from 19,645 in 1996 to 15,696 in 2015, even while the

population has risen from 265 million in 1996 to 321 million in 2015.population has risen from 265 million in 1996 to 321 million in 2015.

The The violent crime rate in Americaviolent crime rate in America also has plummeted over the years. Defined as murder, rape, robbery also has plummeted over the years. Defined as murder, rape, robbery

and aggravated assault, violent crimes peaked at a rate of 758 per 100,000 residents in 1991, and theand aggravated assault, violent crimes peaked at a rate of 758 per 100,000 residents in 1991, and the

rate was about 373 violent crimes per 100,000 in 2015, again a decline of more than half.rate was about 373 violent crimes per 100,000 in 2015, again a decline of more than half.

The statistics for 2016 are not yet available. Here is the The statistics for 2016 are not yet available. Here is the FBI’s violent crime tableFBI’s violent crime table for the years 1996 to for the years 1996 to

2015.2015.
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Trump made the same claim on the campaign trail on a number of occasions. Some suggested that heTrump made the same claim on the campaign trail on a number of occasions. Some suggested that he

may have been confusing the one-year increase in the murder rate with the actual murder rate. In 2015,may have been confusing the one-year increase in the murder rate with the actual murder rate. In 2015,

the murder rate rose 11 percent, which was the largest one-year increase in 50 years. But the rate itself,the murder rate rose 11 percent, which was the largest one-year increase in 50 years. But the rate itself,

4.9 homicides per 100,000 residents, remains far below the levels of the 1970s and 1980s.4.9 homicides per 100,000 residents, remains far below the levels of the 1970s and 1980s.

Here are Trump’s exact words to the sheriffs:Here are Trump’s exact words to the sheriffs:

“And yet the murder rate in our country is the highest it’s been in 47 years. I used to use that, I’d say“And yet the murder rate in our country is the highest it’s been in 47 years. I used to use that, I’d say

that in a speech and everybody was surprised. Because the press [gestures to reporters] doesn’t tell itthat in a speech and everybody was surprised. Because the press [gestures to reporters] doesn’t tell it

like it is. It wasn’t to their advantage to say that. But the murder rate is the highest it’s been in, I guess,like it is. It wasn’t to their advantage to say that. But the murder rate is the highest it’s been in, I guess,

45 to 47 years.”45 to 47 years.”

Note: This post has been updated to include links to the FBI’s data on crime rates from 1996 to 2015.Note: This post has been updated to include links to the FBI’s data on crime rates from 1996 to 2015.
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Tom Jackman has been covering criminal justice for The Post since 1998, and now anchors the
new "True Crime" blog.  Follow @TomJackmanWP

The Post Recommends

Old-school satirical paper
upends French presidential
race
For a small duck it packs one hell of a
peck.
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Opinion

Why nobody likes the
media
If, as Fred Hiatt noted in his Jan. 30
op-ed, “Why the media should not
become the opposition party,” President
Trump considers the press an enemy, he
has his reasons. Foremost, whenever
Mr. Trump’s...

Trump’s claim that he did
‘substantially’ better with
blacks than other GOP
presidential candidates
Trump actually did worse among blacks
than any Republican candidate running
against a white Democrat
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