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‘I am heartbroken’: Malala
criticizes Trump for ‘closing
the door on children’ �eeing
violence

By By Amy B WangAmy B Wang January 28January 28

Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani schoolgirl who survived being shot in the head by the Taliban and wentMalala Yousafzai, the Pakistani schoolgirl who survived being shot in the head by the Taliban and went

on to become an internationally-known advocate for girls' education and children's rights, said she ison to become an internationally-known advocate for girls' education and children's rights, said she is

“heartbroken” over President Trump's executive order temporarily banning refugees from entering the“heartbroken” over President Trump's executive order temporarily banning refugees from entering the

United States.United States.

“I am heartbroken that today President Trump is closing the door on children, mothers and fathers“I am heartbroken that today President Trump is closing the door on children, mothers and fathers

fleeing violence and war,” Malala said in a fleeing violence and war,” Malala said in a statementstatement Friday through her nonprofit organization, the Friday through her nonprofit organization, the

Malala Fund. “I am heartbroken that America is turning its back on a proud history of welcomingMalala Fund. “I am heartbroken that America is turning its back on a proud history of welcoming

refugees and immigrants — the people who helped build your country, ready to work hard in exchangerefugees and immigrants — the people who helped build your country, ready to work hard in exchange

for a fair chance at a new life.”for a fair chance at a new life.”

Trump on Friday signed orders not only to suspend admission of all refugees into the United States forTrump on Friday signed orders not only to suspend admission of all refugees into the United States for

120 days but also to implement “new vetting measures” to screen out “radical Islamic terrorists.”120 days but also to implement “new vetting measures” to screen out “radical Islamic terrorists.”

Refugee entry from Syria, however, would be suspended indefinitely, and all travel from Syria and sixRefugee entry from Syria, however, would be suspended indefinitely, and all travel from Syria and six

other nations — Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen — are suspended for 90 days. Trump alsoother nations — Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen — are suspended for 90 days. Trump also

said he would said he would give priority to Christian refugeesgive priority to Christian refugees over those of other religions. over those of other religions.

Referring to those criteria, Malala called out Trump for discriminating against children from thoseReferring to those criteria, Malala called out Trump for discriminating against children from those

countries who have found themselves helplessly caught up in war.countries who have found themselves helplessly caught up in war.

“I am heartbroken that Syrian refugee children, who have suffered through six years of war by no fault“I am heartbroken that Syrian refugee children, who have suffered through six years of war by no fault

Today's WorldViewToday's WorldView

What's most important from where the world meets WashingtonWhat's most important from where the world meets Washington
Sign up

‘I am heartbroken’: Malala criticizes Trump for ‘cl... https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldvie...

1 of 4 01/29/2017 06:22 PM



of their own, are singled-out for discrimination,” she wrote.of their own, are singled-out for discrimination,” she wrote.

Malala referred to a friend named Zaynab, who had fled wars in Somalia, Yemen and Egypt before ageMalala referred to a friend named Zaynab, who had fled wars in Somalia, Yemen and Egypt before age

17. Two years ago, Zaynab received a visa to go to the United States, where she learned English,17. Two years ago, Zaynab received a visa to go to the United States, where she learned English,

graduated high school and is now in college studying to be a human rights lawyer, Malala wrote.graduated high school and is now in college studying to be a human rights lawyer, Malala wrote.

“Zaynab was separated from her little sister when she fled unrest in Egypt,” Malala wrote. “Today her“Zaynab was separated from her little sister when she fled unrest in Egypt,” Malala wrote. “Today her

hope of being reunited with her precious sister dims. In this time of uncertainty and unrest around thehope of being reunited with her precious sister dims. In this time of uncertainty and unrest around the

world, I ask President Trump not to turn his back on the world’s most defenseless children andworld, I ask President Trump not to turn his back on the world’s most defenseless children and

families.”families.”

From as early as 11 years old, Malala From as early as 11 years old, Malala began blogging for BBC Urdubegan blogging for BBC Urdu about life under extremist Taliban about life under extremist Taliban

control in northwest Pakistan, where many schools had been destroyed and girls were at times bannedcontrol in northwest Pakistan, where many schools had been destroyed and girls were at times banned

from getting an education.from getting an education.

She was only 15 when, in 2012, Taliban gunman boarded her school bus in Swat, Pakistan, asked for herShe was only 15 when, in 2012, Taliban gunman boarded her school bus in Swat, Pakistan, asked for her

by name, then shot her in the head.by name, then shot her in the head.

Malala not only survived the gunshot, but went on to continue speaking out for children's rights and theMalala not only survived the gunshot, but went on to continue speaking out for children's rights and the

importance of education for girls in developing countries. In 2013, she co-founded the Malala Fund, aimportance of education for girls in developing countries. In 2013, she co-founded the Malala Fund, a

nonprofit organization whose goal is “a world where all girls can learn for 12 years and lead withoutnonprofit organization whose goal is “a world where all girls can learn for 12 years and lead without

fear.”fear.”

In 2014, Malala became the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The In 2014, Malala became the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The NobelNobel

Committee praised MalalaCommittee praised Malala for her “heroic struggle” under “the most dangerous circumstances” in for her “heroic struggle” under “the most dangerous circumstances” in

jointly awarding her the prize with Indian children's rights advocate Kailash Satyarthi.jointly awarding her the prize with Indian children's rights advocate Kailash Satyarthi.

Malala's powerful acceptance speech — and many others around the world since — drew standingMalala's powerful acceptance speech — and many others around the world since — drew standing

ovations and moved many to tears.ovations and moved many to tears.

“This award is not just for me,” Malala said at the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo. “It is for“This award is not just for me,” Malala said at the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo. “It is for

those forgotten children who want education. It is for those frightened children who want peace. It isthose forgotten children who want education. It is for those frightened children who want peace. It is

for those voiceless children who want change.”for those voiceless children who want change.”

She continued by pleading for change and saying that her voice represented millions of girls around theShe continued by pleading for change and saying that her voice represented millions of girls around the

world “deprived of education” because of war, poverty or simple injustice based on gender.world “deprived of education” because of war, poverty or simple injustice based on gender.

“Dear sisters and brothers, the so-called world of adults may understand it, but we children don't. Why“Dear sisters and brothers, the so-called world of adults may understand it, but we children don't. Why

is it that countries which we call strong are so powerful in creating wars but are so weak in bringingis it that countries which we call strong are so powerful in creating wars but are so weak in bringing

peace?” Malala asked. “Why is it that giving guns is so easy but giving books is so hard? Why is it, whypeace?” Malala asked. “Why is it that giving guns is so easy but giving books is so hard? Why is it, why
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is it that making tanks is so easy, but building schools is so hard?”is it that making tanks is so easy, but building schools is so hard?”

Malala has since continued speaking out against both Muslim extremists who are “Malala has since continued speaking out against both Muslim extremists who are “misusing the name ofmisusing the name of

IslamIslam” and those who would discriminate against Muslims — including the newly inaugurated president.” and those who would discriminate against Muslims — including the newly inaugurated president.

In December 2015, when Trump first called for a Muslim ban early in the presidential campaign, MalalaIn December 2015, when Trump first called for a Muslim ban early in the presidential campaign, Malala

decried his comments as “full of hatred.”decried his comments as “full of hatred.”

“Well, that's really tragic that you hear these comments which are full of hatred, full of this ideology of“Well, that's really tragic that you hear these comments which are full of hatred, full of this ideology of

being discriminative towards others,” being discriminative towards others,” Malala told AFPMalala told AFP..

Others at the time who denounced Trump's proposed ban included Muhammad Ali, Kareem Abdul-Others at the time who denounced Trump's proposed ban included Muhammad Ali, Kareem Abdul-

Jabbar and Republican House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (Wis.), Jabbar and Republican House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (Wis.), who said the ban was “not what this partywho said the ban was “not what this party

stands forstands for.”.”

“More importantly,” “More importantly,” Ryan added at the timeRyan added at the time, “it's not what this country stands for.”, “it's not what this country stands for.”

I am heartbroken that today President Trump is closing the door on children, mothersI am heartbroken that today President Trump is closing the door on children, mothers

and fathers fleeing violence and war. I am heartbroken that America is turning its backand fathers fleeing violence and war. I am heartbroken that America is turning its back

on a proud history of welcoming refugees and immigrants — the people who helpedon a proud history of welcoming refugees and immigrants — the people who helped

build your country, ready to work hard in exchange for a fair chance at a new life.build your country, ready to work hard in exchange for a fair chance at a new life.

I am heartbroken that Syrian refugee children, who have suffered through six years ofI am heartbroken that Syrian refugee children, who have suffered through six years of

war by no fault of their own, are singled-out for discrimination.war by no fault of their own, are singled-out for discrimination.

I am heartbroken for girls like my friend Zaynab, who fled wars in three countries —I am heartbroken for girls like my friend Zaynab, who fled wars in three countries —

Somalia, Yemen and Egypt — before she was even 17. Two years ago she received a visaSomalia, Yemen and Egypt — before she was even 17. Two years ago she received a visa

to come to the United States. She learned English, graduated high school and is now into come to the United States. She learned English, graduated high school and is now in

college studying to be a human rights lawyer.college studying to be a human rights lawyer.

Zaynab was separated from her little sister when she fled unrest in Egypt. Today herZaynab was separated from her little sister when she fled unrest in Egypt. Today her

hope of being reunited with her precious sister dims.hope of being reunited with her precious sister dims.

In this time of uncertainty and unrest around the world, I ask President Trump not toIn this time of uncertainty and unrest around the world, I ask President Trump not to

turn his back on the world’s most defenseless children and families.turn his back on the world’s most defenseless children and families.

Read more:Read more:
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Malala Yousafzai captivates World Bank audience in address in WashingtonMalala Yousafzai captivates World Bank audience in address in Washington

What We’re Reading: I Am MalalaWhat We’re Reading: I Am Malala

With its pick, Nobel Committee draws renewed attention to India-Pakistan conflictWith its pick, Nobel Committee draws renewed attention to India-Pakistan conflict

Amy B Wang is a general assignment reporter for The Washington Post.  Follow @amybwang
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