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Daniel Ellsberg: Trump Threat to
WikiLeaks Is the ‘Nuclear Option’
Against the First Amendment
Daniel Ellsberg April 28, 2017

Statement by Daniel Ellsberg, Pentagon Papers whistleblower:

“Obama having opened the legal campaign against the press by going
after the roots of investigative reporting on national security — the
sources — Trump is going to go after the gatherers/gardeners
themselves (and their bosses, publishers). To switch the metaphor, an
indictment of Assange is a ‘�rst use’ of ‘the nuclear option’ against the
First Amendment protection of a free press. (By the way, the charges
they’re reportedly considering against him — conspiracy, theft, and
violation of the Espionage Act — are exactly the charges I faced in
1971.)

“If journalists and publishers fail to call this out, denounce and resist it
— on the spurious grounds that Julian is ‘not a real journalist’ like
themselves — they’re o�ering themselves up to Trump and Sessions
for indictments and prosecutions, which will eventually silence all but
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the heroes and heroines among them.”

This statement by Daniel Ellsberg was read by Army veteran and retired
diplomat Ann Wright at a news conference Friday morning outside the
Department of Justice organized by ExposeFacts, a project of the Institute for
Public Accuracy.

Video of the news conference, which also featured remarks by retired CIA
analyst Ray McGovern, is now available at Facebook Live. Higher quality video
and audio will be available later today on YouTube and via @xposefacts.
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John_Smith001 • 9 days ago

When confronted with whether or not they would go after more mainstream journalists

in a CNN interview, AG Sessions declined to give either an affirmative or negative

answer. Which more than likely means yes. I don't understand why he wouldn't simply

lie and say no; even saying yes would probably not have hurt him and the

administration's credibility much more than they have already.

2△ ▽

• Reply •

Rhonda Kazmierski • 8 days ago

President Trump is not threatening WikiLeaks! AG Jeff Sessions is going after the

leakers, as he should. WikiLeaks is a Publisher, and Julian Assange is a journalist.

△ ▽

• Reply •

BrotherJonah • 7 days ago> Rhonda Kazmierski

on the orders of il Douche, the Drama Queen in Chief. Whose most fervent

disciples demand we worship him as a god. And obey him. Not that there's any

constitutional rule stating we owe obedience to the president. The Tea Party

spent a lot of time telling us that, then when their candidate was awarded the

election without a majority of the actual votes, they get all pissy about people

so much as questioning his orders. If Assange, just as a stand alone case, gets

imprisoned in an AmeriKlan jail, how much would anybody want to take my

bet that he'll be found dead in his cell and the Coroner will declare it a suicide?

The cops are masters of that game. When singer Bobby Fuller was found dead

in his car, covered in gasoline, the Coroner ruled it "natural causes".

△ ▽

• Reply •

John_Smith001 • 7 days ago> BrotherJonah

So much for 'I love Wikileaks.' Didn't take him long to realize that

Assange could be a problem for him, and didn't Glorious Leader say

that Ed Snowden should be killed?

△ ▽

Jiri Klouda • 8 days ago
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