
How I Got The Facts The FBI Really Didn’t Want Me To Have

A lawyer reported getting a threatening call: “If you keep fucking with Mr. Trump, we know where you live.” But who made the call? And why? The
FBI’s files blacked out all the good details. That was just the beginning of the hunt.
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The corner of Broadway and West 54th St., captured by Google Maps in 2007.
Google Maps

Before last November’s presidential election, a half-dozen former FBI agents told me that Donald Trump was questioned by the FBI about his

business dealings on numerous occasions since the early 1980s. But the agents couldn’t recall the details.

So together with MIT doctoral student Ryan Shapiro, I filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all FBI records on the Trump

Organization, Trump Entertainment Resorts, Trump University, and the Trump Foundation. When the FBI failed to respond, we sued, and the bureau

turned over dozens of pages of documents.

One set stood out. It was heavily redacted, but it contained bits and pieces of a wild story about a person who told the FBI that he got a menacing

phone call from a man with a thick New York accent who threatened his family. Intriguingly, the documents stated that the call came from a New York

City phone booth across the street from the Ed Sullivan Theater, where Donald Trump was appearing that day as a guest on David Letterman’s show.

The person who received the call was identified only as “C” for “complainant.” But the FBI left behind several clues that helped us figure out that it

was Kristopher Hansen, an attorney who represented a group of private investors in Trump Entertainment Resorts, who received the menacing

phone call a day after the casino group filed for bankruptcy.

A nine digit clue
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When we typed this nine-digit zip code into Google, Kristopher Hansen's law firm appeared
high up on the first page.

The cover sheet of the FBI complaint is heavily redacted with the exception of the accuser’s city and nine-digit zip code. When we typed the

nine-digit zip code into Google, the law firm Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP was the fourth entry on the front page. A keyword search on the firm’s

website for “Trump Entertainment Resorts” showed that 10 attorneys represented the casino group’s debtors and creditors but only one, Hansen,

was listed as the attorney of record on the bankruptcy court filings.

BuzzFeed News made numerous attempts to reach Hansen at his office via email and messages left with his secretary. But he did not respond to our

queries. We then obtained Hansen’s home address through a LexisNexis search.
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Seven letters

"Holmdel," the township in New Jersey, is what's behind this seven character
redaction.

The FBI files say “C” (Hansen) also filed a police report. But the bureau withheld the location of the police department because the location of the

police department could help reveal the identity of the complainant. That was another important clue. The redaction box is seven characters.

Holmdel, the township in New Jersey where Hansen lives, is a perfect fit.

Three weeks ago, we filed an open records request with the Township of Holmdel city clerk, requesting a copy of a police report filed by Kristopher

Hansen on either Feb. 18 or 19, 2009. The clerk sent us a copy of the one-page report last week. It stated that Hansen is the attorney who reported

receiving the threatening phone call. The police report also contained Hansen’s account of what the caller said, which had been redacted from the
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The menacing call

"Caller stated he is a bankruptcy lawyer representing creditors for Donald
Trump. He advised he received a threatening phone call this afternoon while at
work in New York City where the caller stated, “my name is Carmine I don’t
know why youre fucking with Mr Trump but if you keep fucking with Mr Trump,
we know where you live and were going to your house for your wife and kids.”
Phone number was received from [redacted]. Caller thinks it was Donald
Trumps body guard. Wife and children should be home at this time. Wife’s
name is [redacted]. Caller spoke with SGT37 and advised him him he will be
filing a report with NYPD, but requested additional patrols in the area of his
residence. Caller advised he has not notified his wife as of yet but will be doing
so soon. SGT37 advised caller we will be checking residence periodically and
to call with any new developments."
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Jason Leopold is a senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and is based in LA. Recipient: IRE 2016 FOI award; Newseum Institute National Freedom
of Information Hall of Fame. PGP fingerprint 46DB 0712 284B 8C6E 40FF 7A1B D3CD 5720 694B 16F0. Contact this reporter at
jason.leopold+notactive@buzzfeed.com
Contact Jason Leopold at jason.leopold@buzzfeed.com.

Got a confidential tip? Submit it here.
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Download PDFGot a Trump tip? Email us attrump@buzzfeed.com.To contact us anonymously, go totips.buzzfeed.com.
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